Richard (1784-1848); and Sarah (1788-1863)."1 Meanwhile, during the Revolutionary War, she rose to the sort of prominence that might have been expected of a member of Benjamin Franklin's family, leading many hundreds of Pennsylvania women in their efforts to supply clothing to the soldiers in the field. Her letter on this subject was written on December 26, 1780, to General Washington at his headquarters.
[W] e packed the shirts in their Boxes and delivered them to Coil Miles, with a request that he would send them to Trenton immediately lest the river should close, where they now mail your Excellency's orders; there are two thousand and five in number; they would have been at Camp long before this, had not the general Sickness which has prevailed prevented, we wish them to be worn with as much Pleasure as they were made--2 She continues: A few years later, I saw these portraits at one of our Annual Exhibitions, and I cannot but well remember the circumstance, because Mr. Hopkinson, much to my gratification, had mistaken them for the Originals, until I convinced him they were my Copies, made for Mrs. Bache, who on this occasion lent them to the Academy, where for many years they remained. I was afterwards informed by some member of the family that enquiries being made for them at the Academy, they could not be found, being probably lost sight of in one of the old lumber closets. This year I perceived them again as belonging to the Academy no one about the premises knowing anything to the contrary.
I presume it will only be necessary for Mrs. Hodge to present the foregoing statement to the President of the Board of Directors, now that the Portraits of her Progenitors are found, and they will be restored to their rightful owners.33
It has been supposed that the Peale copies were returned to Mrs. Hodge in 1847;34 subsequently that of Richard Bache disappeared.
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